
 

 

 

DIGITALEUROPE  
Rue de la Science, 14 - 1040 Brussels [Belgium] 
T. +32 (0) 2 609 53 10 F. +32 (0) 2 431 04 89 
www.digitaleurope.org | info@digitaleurope.org | @DIGITALEUROPE 
Transparency register member for the Commission: 64270747023-20 

1 

G20 rightly recognises importance of digital trade  
 

 
PRESS RELEASE - BRUSSELS (April 10th 2017) - DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the G20 Digital Economy Ministerial 

Declaration issued last Friday. We believe that the principles agreed by G20 leaders go a long way to reflect the 

recommendations that we - together with Bitkom, Anitec, Tech’in’France, Syntech Numérique, AFNUM, SFIB, techUK, ITI, 

JEITA, AIIA, ITAC and KEA - presented last February. The digital market is global. Regulating the Internet requires global 

thinking.  

G20 leaders have rightly recognised that digital trade is an opportunity and a high priority on the international digital 

agenda with their inclusion of an annex to the Digital Economy declaration.  

Digital trade has become a horizontal driver for the global economy and has enabled the development of further 

innovation, growth and entrepreneurship by helping small entrepreneurs reach out to consumers and businesses all over 

the world.  

At the G20 Digital Multi Stakeholder Conference last Thursday, German Minister of Economy Brigitte Zypries stated that we 

need to reaffirm the principle of free trade in a digitally connected world. Digital protectionism is not a solution. We 

concur. 

We urge G20 leaders to seize the opportunity of the WTO’s Eleventh Ministerial Conference (MC11) to make progress on 

future-proof digital trade principles – especially in the following areas: free flow of information, cybersecurity, safeguarding 

the essence of digital platforms as enablers of digital trade, IPR and protection of source code, global standards and 

technical regulations, consumer protection and transparency. We would also like to recall that enforcement of these key 

principles is crucial to safeguarding the benefits of digital trade.  

Many studies already exist on the measurement of digital trade and its contribution to developing and developed 

countries. Last year, in its 2016 report ‘digital globalisation: the new era of global flows’, the McKinsey Global Institute 

highlighted that approximately 12% of the global goods trade is conducted via international e-commerce, while global 

flows of goods, foreign direct investment, and data have increased current global GDP by roughly 10% compared to what 

would have occurred in a world without such flows. This value was equivalent to EUR 7.4 trillion in 2014 alone, with data 

flows accounting for EUR 2.6 trillion of this effect. More recently, the E15 initiative, together with ICTSD and the World 

Economic Forum, published a report on 'Maximizing the Opportunities of the Internet for International 

Trade’ analyzing various policy options. Finally, the ECIPE ‘Digital Trade Estimates Project’ also provides a comprehensive 

tool entirely dedicated to digital trade policy.  

In parallel, DIGITALEUROPE and its members are committed to bridging the digital gap. We are involved in the UNCTAD 

Investment track and support the initiatives aiming to achieve UN Sustainable Development Goals. We encourage G20 

leaders to pursue discussions on investment in the digital economy in relevant tracks.  

We are looking forward to the outcomes of the UNCTAD e-commerce week later this month, as well as the development of 

OECD discussions on tackling barriers to digital trade. We stand ready to work with G20 leaders, and especially the 

European Union – the leader in exports of digitally deliverable services, to build a strong, reliable international Internet 

ecosystem to benefit every consumer, business and government around the globe.  

-- 
For more information please contact:  
Luc Chomé, DIGITALEUROPE’s Director of Communications and Marketing 
+32 473 27 51 17 or luc.chome@digitaleurope.org 
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  
DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest 
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE 
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and 
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. 
 
DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of EU policies. DIGITALEUROPE’s 
members include 61 corporate members and 37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides 
further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org   
 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Airbus, Amazon Web Services, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, 
Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, iQor, JVC Kenwood 
Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola 
Solutions, NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, 
Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, 
Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: TIF 
France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, 
Tech in France  

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: ANITEC 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 

Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK   
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